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An Outline Of The Revelation of Jesus Christ To John 

(As suggested in the Ryrie Study Bible) 

 

I. The Cover Letter (1: 1-8) 

A. The Superscription – Introduction of the book and of John (1:1-3) 

B. The Salutation – A greeting from John (1:4-8) 

 

II. “The Things Which You Have Seen” (1:9-20) 

A. Circumstances of the Vision (1:9-11) 

B. Content of the Vision (1:12-16) 

C. Consequence of the Vision (1:17-20) 

 

III. “The Things Which Are” (2:1 – 3:22) 

A. The Message to Ephesus (2:1-7) 

B. The Message to Smyrna (2:8-11) 

C. The Message to Pergamos (2:12-17) 

D. The Message to Thyatira (2:18-29) 

E. The Message to Sardis (3:1-6) 

F. The Message to Philadelphia (3:7-13) 

G. The Message to Laodicea  (3:14-22) 

 

IV. “Things Which Will Take Place After These Things” (4:1 - 22:5) 

A. The Tribulation Period (4:1 - 19:21) 

1. The Throne In Heaven (4:1-11) 

a. The Throne (4:1-3) 

b. The Throng (4:4-8) 

c. The Theme (4:9-11) 

2. The Book In Heaven (5:1-14) 

a. The book (5:1) 

b. The search (5:2-5) 

c. The Savior-Sovereign (5:6-7) 

d. The song (5:8-14) 

 

3. The Seal Judgments (6:1-17) 

a. First seal – cold war (6:1-2) 

b. Second seal – open war (6:3-4) 

c. Third seal – famine (6:5-6) 

d. Fourth seal – death (6:7-8) 

e. Fifth seal – martyrdom (6:9-11) 

f. Sixth seal – physical disturbances (6:12-17) 

 

4. Interlude: The Redeemed Of The Great Tribulation (7:1-

17) 

a. The 144,000 Jews (7:1-8) 

b. The multitude of the Gentiles (7:9-17) 

 

5. The Six Trumpet Judgments (8:1 - 9:21) 

a. The Seventh seal opened (8:1-6) 

b. First Trumpet – the earth smitten (8:7) 

c. Second Trumpet – the sea smitten (8:8-9) 

d. Third Trumpet – the waters smitten (8:10-11) 

e. Fourth Trumpet – the heavens smitten (8:12-13) 

f. Fifth Trumpet – men smitten (9:1-12) 

g. Sixth Trumpet – men killed (9:13-21) 

 

6. The Little Book (10:1-11) 

 

7. The Two Witnesses (11:1-19) 

a. Temple – (11:1-2) 

b. Time – (11:3) 

c. Traits – (11:4-6) 

d. Termination – (11:7-10) 

e. Translation – (11:11-14) 

f. Seventh Trumpet – (11:15-19) 
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8. War (12:1-17) 

a. War on earth: [Phase 1] (12:1-6) – Israel goes into hiding 

b. War in heaven (12:7-12) – Satan is cast from heaven 

c. War on earth: [Phase 2] (12:13-17) 

 

9. The Beast And His Prophet (13:1-18) 

a. The beast (13:1-10) 

b. The false prophet (13:11-15) 

c. The mark of the beast (13:16-18 

 

10.  Various Announcements (14:1-20) 

a. Concerning the 144,000 (14:1-5) 

b. Concerning the eternal gospel (14:6-8) 

c. Concerning the beast worshipers (14:9-13) 

d. Concerning the harvesting of the earth (14:14-20) – The 

Battle of Armageddon 

 

11.  Prelude To The Bowl Judgments (15:1-8) 

 

12.  The Bowl Judgments (16:1-21) 

a. First Bowl -  painful sores on those who worship the beast  

(16:1-2) 

b. Second Bowl -  seas smitten: becomes like blood, 

everything in it dies (16:3) 

c. Third Bowl -  rivers smitten, become blood (16:4-7) 

d. Fourth Bowl -  sun scorches humans who blaspheme God 

and do not repent (16:8-9) 

e. Fifth Bowl - darkness (16:10-11) 

f. Sixth Bowl – Euphrates river is dried up, beast and false 

prophet assemble armies at Armageddon (16:12-16) 

g. Seventh - earthquakes, cities split, islands and mountains 

vanish, thunder and hail (16:17-21) 

13.  Religious Babylon (17:1-18) 

a. The description (17:1-7) 

b. The interpretation (17:8-18) 

 

14.  Commercial Babylon (18:1-24) 

a. Announcement (18:1-3) 

b. Appeal (18:4-8) 

c. Anguish (18:9-19) 

d. Acclaim (18:20-24) 

 

15.  The Second Coming Of Christ (19:1-21) 

a. Announcements (19:1-10) 

b. Advent of Christ (19:11-16) 

c. Armageddon (19:17-21) 

 

B. The Millennium (20:1-15) 

1. Satan Bound (20:1-3) 

2. Saints Resurrected (20:4-6) 

3. Sinners Rebelling (20:7-9) 

4. Satan Doomed (20:10) 

5. Sinners Judged (20:11-15) 

 

C. The Eternal State (21:1 - 22:5) 

1. Descent of the New Jerusalem (21:1-8) 

2. Description of the New Jerusalem (21:9-27) 

3. Delights of the New Jerusalem (22:1-5) 

 

V. Epilogue (22:6-21) 

 

 A. Words of Comfort (22:6-17) 

B. Words of Warning (22:18-19) 

C. Closing Benediction (22:20-21) 


